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	December  7, 2009
Dear MS Chapter AAP member:

The Chapter has recently entered into a contract with the Office of Tobacco Control of the MS State Department of Health (MSDH) for the “Tobacco Free Mississippi: Engaging Mississippi Pediatricians project.  The purpose of this project is to assist pediatricians in addressing tobacco prevention and cessation efforts with children and their families. 
You are likely one of the many pediatricians that utilize every opportunity to address tobacco prevention education with your patients, but there are still many Mississippi children and youth who begin smoking every day.  Through this project, we hope to make all pediatricians aware of the tobacco control resources available for use with their patients, as well as to provide information on state-based cessation resources available to every community across the state.  Your Chapter leadership has given this issue priority for the Chapter and we consider this project an important prevention initiative for the upcoming years.  We cannot be successful without your input.

In the coming months this project will also develop and distribute a CD of resources that can be downloaded and printed for use in your clinic.  In the meantime, we urge you to view the following resources that can help you maximize your efforts to address tobacco prevention and/or cessation:
AAP Richmond Center (tobacco education center)
www.aap.org/richmondcenter
MS ACT Center for Tobacco Treatment, Education, and Research


(resources for physicians and smokers)

www.act2quit.org
MS Tobacco Quitline (cessation support for smokers)
www.quitlinems.com
The Chapter is confident that with education of pediatricians about resources and intervention, together we can make an impact on the health of Mississippi children and families.  

Should you have questions or comments about this project, feel free to contact the Chapter office at 601.605-6425 or via email to msaap@integrity.com.

Sincerely,


Ed Ivancic, MD, F. A. A. P.

Chapter President
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